Children in Foster Care

According to the North Carolina Department of Social Services, thousands of children, ranging from infants to age 18, enter our state’s foster care system each year. These children have a wide range of special needs, and all require special care
:

All foster children have unique backgrounds, experiences, personalities, strengths and needs.  Some children in foster care require extensive care for physical or emotional handicaps and disabilities.  Some also require help with undisciplined and delinquent behaviors.  Most foster children do not have a strong sense of belonging or self-worth.  Many have been victims of physical or sexual abuse.  All children who are in foster care require special care, support and nurturing.
The Children’s Defense Fund reported the following data in 2011:

· 24,506 children who are victims of abuse and neglect
· 9,457 children in foster care
· 1,725 children adopted from foster care
· 89,622 grandparents raising grandchildren
A report issued by the Center for the Future of Teaching in May of 2010 noted that children and youth in foster care confront significant obstacles along their educational journey. They typically have higher rates of absenteeism, grade retention, disciplinary referrals, and behavior problems than the general K-12 population, and they test below grade level on standardized measures.  They are twice as likely as other students to leave school without a diploma and often face bleak prospects after "aging out" of the foster care and school systems. Childhood suffering, family disruptions, and systemic obstacles help to explain these diminished outcomes
. 

Teachers have an important role to play in helping to improve those outcomes. According to Nancy McKellar (2010
), “School can be a valuable preventive force in the lives of children in foster care by providing stability, belonging, skills, and successful experiences. The school can promote a sense of mastery and success within warm, secure learning and social environments. Teachers have the opportunity to be the secure bases that students in foster care need.”

For characteristics of children in foster care, the challenges facing these children and school based intervention see Foster Care for Children: Information for Educators by Nancy McKellar.  http://www.nasponline.org/educators/HCHSIIFosterCare.pdf
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�This quotation was long enough to require a block quotation, and I didn’t want to lead the article with a long quote. I paraphrased the first sentence and added another sentence to frame the rest.
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