Homelessness: A Child in Your Classroom May Qualify For Services
According the North Carolina 2011 Point-in-Time Count, on the night of January 26, 2011,  2,895 children in North Carolina were experiencing homelessness. http://www.ncceh.org/attachments/contentmanagers/825/Statewide_PIT_Fact_Sheet_2011.pdf

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines homeless children or youth as those who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. They may be:
· Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason (“doubling up”).

· Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to lack of adequate alternative accommodations.

· Living in emergency or transitional shelters.

· Abandoned in hospitals.

· Awaiting foster care placement.

· Living in a public or private place not designed for humans to live.

· Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or a similar setting.

· Migratory children living in the above circumstances.

· Unaccompanied youth living in the above circumstances.

Eligible students have the right to:

· Receive the free, appropriate public education to which they are entitled.

· Be enrolled in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required for enrollment.

· Be enrolled in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documentation.

· Enroll in the local school where they arere living or continue attending their school of origin (the school attended before becoming homeless or the school they last attended), if that is their preference and is feasible.  If the school district believes that the school selected by the student is not in his or her best interest, then the district must provide the student with a written explanation of its position and offer the student the opportunity to appeal its decision.

· Receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if the student or his or her guardian requests this.

· Receive educational services comparable to those provided to all other students, according to the student’s needs.

Full Text of McKenney-Vento Act

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/mv_full_text.pdf
Every LEA has a McKinney-Vinto Liaison. If you have questions regarding homelessness, contact your central office to find your liaison. 

�This URL can be linked from “North Carolina 2011 Point-in-Time Count”





