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Purpose: 
4-Square graphic organizers are a tool to record evidence gathered from texts. Each square contains a specific prompt or question to focus the reader toward specific information within a complex text. This graphic organizer can support reading comprehension by providing focused purposes for reading and space for recording evidence. 

Sample/Description: 

Readers use 4-Square graphic organizers to support meaningful text-based analysis during close reading and/or when engaged in independent reading. Readers use this tool to gather specific text-based evidence in response to four prompts or questions provided by the facilitator or instructor. 

The completed 4-Square graphic organizer can be used during text-based collaborative discussion and individual reflection. Readers make meaningful text-based analyses, draw inferences from the evidence they gather and record, and can use the information to complete writing tasks after the close reading of a text. 


Connection to standard:

R.1, R.2, R.3, R.8 

Level:

4-Square graphic organizers can be used with grades 3-12 and with adult learners. It can be adapted to students’ needs and abilities based upon the complexity of the text chosen. Adaptations of this graphic organizer can be used to support student learning in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language.  
