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After evaluating and revising 

the action plan, the plan may be 

followed again (with revisions) 

or new problem statements 

may be identified.

Even as an action plan is developed and 

implemented, measures for determining 

its effectiveness may be added as well. 

Some of these measures may be used to 

evaluate the plan after its completion.

Whether one or a few plausible solutions

are selected, applying a given solution will 

require many decisions: constraints must be 

considered, processes must be developed, 

and plans for action should be detailed.

Developing even a single 

hypothesis may allow for 

consideration of several or 

multiple methodologies for 

analysis. Conclusions may 

be used to select one or 

more possible solutions to 

the problem.

Identifying a single problem may lead 

to extensive brainstorming for appropriate 

research questions. Eventually, those 

research questions may lead to a hypothesis 

or two for further development. 

D ATA  C U LT U R E

THE DATA INTERPRETATION CYCLE IN A SCHOOL
Each step of the data interpretation cycle is a process in itself. Data informs and is collected at every stage, 
and the entire process takes place within the school’s culture of data.

From Data Literacy in Action, online professional development module developed
by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. See http://rt3nc.org for more information. 
Adapted from J. S. Newton et al (2009). The Team Initiated Problem Solving (TIPS) Training Manual. 
Unpublished training manual, Educational and Community Supports, University of Oregon.


