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Digital Literacy Definition

After reviewing some web resources, create your own definition of digital literacy that reflects your view of the topic and real-world applications to your classroom. Record your thoughts here.

Digital Literacy in the Classroom

After watching the video, think about the following questions:
1. What are some of the key skills students learn by working with digital media?
2. What are the biggest challenges in using digital media in schools?
3. Do you see kids struggling with multitasking? How can we help kids with this?
4. Do you believe there is a participation gap in our schools?
5. How can digital-media projects change how we teach?
ITES Introduction

Write a brief introduction to the ITES based on the information you find. Then think about the following questions and record your responses in your journal or discuss them in a PLC:

1. How does your personal definition of digital literacy relate to the NC ITES?

2. What benefits may result from the implementation of digital literacy skills into the classroom?
Search Activity

Track the results of your search activity here.
1. Write out your topic as a question or a research assignment.

2. Identify the keywords.

3. Search for those keywords, evaluate the results, and refine your search:

a. Try the keywords in a different order. Are the results different? More helpful? Less helpful?

b. Do the results you see suggest different keywords? What happens if you try those?

c. Are there keywords that are being interpreted differently? Are there different forms of the keywords you might try? Are there synonyms?

d. Do any words appear frequently in irrelevant results? What happens if you exclude them?

e. Are there keywords that should be combined into exact phrases? Are there exact phrases you'd hope to see in a page answering your question? What happens if you try enclosing them in quotation marks?

4. Finally, evaluate your search and the results. Was it successful? Can you answer this question adequately using only the information available on the open web?

Beyond the Open Web
How does using this tool differ from searching the open web? Is it more or less useful to your particular search? How well would it suit your professional needs? Your students' needs?
In the Classroom: Teaching Searching Skills
How could I integrate the concepts these lessons teach, and the concepts I’ve learned in this section of the module, into my own classroom? How could I model search strategies or fit them into existing lessons, activities, and assignments? What particular strengths and challenges do my students bring?
Website Evaluation Activity

Part 1. Evaluating websites: suppose that a student brought these sites to you as though they were valid, as part of a research project. Using the criteria on the previous pages — and any others you believe relevant — how would you walk the student through the process of evaluating them, to demonstrate that they are inaccurate, without simply telling the student what the joke is? That is, how could you use your evaluation of these websites to model critical thinking?

Part 2. Evaluating content: explain why students should or should not rely on each of these pages in writing a research paper about Martin Luther King, Jr. Refer to the criteria on the previous pages, and to any others you believe relevant.
Digital Manipulation
Reflect on your understanding of digital manipulation. How well do you believe you are able to judge whether a photograph’s meaning or content has been digitally altered? How well do you think your students can judge that? How can you help them gain the skills to do so?
Collective Authorship in Your Classroom

Think of an activity you do or have done in your own classroom in which students work together, pooling knowledge and skills, to develop a product in which their individual contributions are no longer easily distinguishable. Describe the activity. What did students learn from working together in that way? What were the advantages and disadvantages for them and for you? How did you have to think differently about assessment in order to fairly assess each student's contribution? 

If you haven't taught such an activity, how might you modify an existing activity for collective authorship? Describe that in your journal, and answer the questions above speculatively. Think especially about how you would need to adapt assessment!
The Online Reading Experience: Reader, Text, Pitfalls
Describe some of the pitfalls you have encountered when reading online. What features of websites make them easier or more challenging to read? What difficulties have you observed when students attempt to read online?

Strategies for Building Strong Online Readers

If comprehension is different when reading on the Internet, what are two ways I could adjust my practice to help students succeed when reading online? How will I assess student mastery of these strategies?

Reflecting on Reading

Reflect on how your current teaching practices address online reading strategies and prepare students to be effective online readers. What is one new action step you can take to support students in becoming effective online readers?

Activity: What Would You Do?

Respond to the behavior described in the 2 scenarios that you chose.

· Think about the concept of “digital etiquette.”

· What technologies are being used? Are they being used appropriately?

· What actions make the scenario appropriate or inappropriate? What could or should have been done differently?

· If the scenario takes place in school, should formal action be taken against any of the participants? Why or why not?

· How could any problems in this scenario have been prevented?

· How would you use the scenario as a teachable moment to discuss digital etiquette?

Acceptable Use Policies

· Is your local AUP written in language that is clear, to the point, and easy to translate?

· Are there discrepancies?

· Does the policy outline specific punishments or disciplinary actions for violations by students and staff? 

· Where could the policy be strengthened?
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