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Defining Digital Literacy
Create your own definition of digital literacy that reflects your view of the topic and real-world applications to your classroom.
Educating the “Digital Generation”: Your own experience
If you are a "digital native" who grew up with the internet, think of an example of a struggle you've faced using digital technology well. Did the experience surprise you? What did you learn from it?

If you're a "digital immigrant" who grew up before computers were ubiquitous, think of a time when you learned more or less easily to adopt a digital tool and to use it well. What resources did you rely on? How have you been able to be a resource to others?
Educating the “Digital Generation”: Your experience in the classroom

• In your experience, do the concepts of "digital natives" and "digital immigrants" make sense? Why or why not? 
• In what ways do you find that your students are well-prepared to use digital technologies? In what ways are they typically unprepared? How does this vary from student to student?
• How have you been able to help all students learn to use technology wisely and well, regardless of their background and experience? How have you struggled? Give an example of a success and a struggle.
North Carolina Standards

Write a brief introduction to the ITES. Then think about the following questions:
1. How does your personal definition of digital literacy relate to the NC ITES?
2. What benefits may result from the implementation of digital literacy skills into the classroom?
In the Classroom: Teaching Searching Skills
How could I integrate the concepts these lessons teach, and the concepts I’ve learned in this section of the module, into my own classroom? How could I model search strategies or fit them into existing lessons, activities, and assignments? What particular strengths and challenges do my students bring?
The Challenge of Evaluating Sources Online

How have you struggled or fallen short in your own evaluation of information you found online? Was there a time when you passed on or made use of information that turned out not to be reliable? What might be a strategy for preventing such a lapse in the future?

Collective Authorship

• How is it appropriate for your students to use encyclopedias in the classroom?
• Does anonymity undermine authority?
• How would you address the issue of collective authorship with your students?

Website Evaluation Activity (Part 1)

Suppose that a student brought these sites to you as through they were valid, as part of a research project. Using the criteria on the previous pages—and any others you believe relevant—how would you walk the student through the process of evaluating them, to determine that they are inaccurate, without simply telling the student what the joke is? That is, how could you use your evaluating of these websites to model critical thinking?
Website Evaluation Activity (Part 2)

Explain why students should or should not rely on each of these pages in writing a research paper about Martin Luther King, Jr. Refer to the criteria on the previous pages of the module, and to any others you believe relevant.
Beyond the Open Web

How does using this tool differ from searching the open web? Is it more or less useful to your particular search? How well would it suit your professional needs? Your students' needs?
Teaching Evaluation Skills
Do one of the activities on the "Teaching Evaluation Skills" page: Applying WWWDOT to your classroom, or Curating the web for your students.
Why Online Reading Is Different
Describe some of the pitfalls you have encountered when reading online. What features of websites make them easier or more challenging to read? What difficulties have you observed when students attempt to read online? What characteristics of a website make reading easier or better suited for academic purposes?
The Research on Online Reading

Note three observations from the podcast that you found particularly interesting or useful for your classroom.
Strategies for Building Strong Online Readers

If comprehension is different when reading on the Internet, what are two ways I could adjust my practice to help students succeed when reading online? How will I assess student mastery of these strategies?

Making Digital Reading More Like Print

What are your preferences regarding print, e-readers, and the Web? Are there kinds of reading you prefer to do in one format or another? Why do you think that is?

Now think about your students. In what circumstances do they do their best reading in print or reading digitally? Are there trade-offs? Again, why do you think that is?
Making Digital Reading More Like Print (Optional)

• What tool did you try? Why did you pick that one?
• How well did it work? What did you like and not like about it?
• Would you use this in your own reading and research?
• Would you recommend it to your students? Why or why not?

What Is “Reading,” Anyway?

• Think of some examples of print content you've encountered in which text and visual media must be comprehended simultaneously. What strategies do you use to make meaning of such content? How have you helped your students make meaning of this kind of content?
• How is the web content you explored here like and unlike the print examples you thought of?
• How do you have to adjust your strategies for making meaning of this kind of content online, or help your students to adjust theirs?

Reflecting on Reading

Reflect on how your current teaching practices address online reading strategies and prepare students to be effective online readers. What is one new action step you can take to support students in becoming effective online readers?

Plagiarism
Think of the most common and/or the most frustrating problems your students have had with plagiarism. Do you think the underlying cause was a lack of understanding or willful cheating? How well do your students understand what plagiarism is and why it's wrong?
Paraphrasing
If you teach paraphrasing currently, reflect on your practice. Where or how could you improve your instruction? If you don't currently teach paraphrasing, how and in what context might it help students to review paraphrasing skills, and how could you approach it? (If you're certain this question doesn't apply to you at all, e.g. if you teach early elementary students, you can skip it.)
Citations
What did you learn from the citation quiz? How might you use this in your classroom?
Detecting Plagiarism
What did you find when you processed the sample document in the plagiarism checker?
Copyright and Fair Use
Note any scenarios that surprised or concerned you. What gaps are there in your own or your students' understanding of these issues?
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