
Emphasizing	  the	  CAN	  DO	  philosophy
Don Bouchard: It’s to emphasize the CAN DO Philosophy of, um, of the ELD Standards 
framework. It is all based upon a, not a de!cit, but its opposite, which is a positive, um, uh, 
perspective on our English language learners in examining what they can do. And that is, um, uh, 
uh, illustrated across the whole variety of things that, um, are part of the WIDA Consortium. You 
have the Principles of Language Development; those are the guiding principles that you just 
worked with. We have the English Language Pro!ciency Standards; we have the Can Do 
Descriptors; we have the Assessments, Professional Development and Research. Everything is 
part of the CAN DO Philosophy so an important thing to keep in mind here that we are looking 
at, in a positive way, what our students can do.


